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President’s Message

It is now Makuru — fertility season (winter) June
— July. This is the coldest and wettest time of
the year when winds turn to the west and
south, bringing rain. To say it is cold, has been
an understatement this week! | had to hose
down my windscreen a few days ago to wash
off the ice. It was so thick my windscreen
wipers weren’t able to get rid of it.

As some of you may know, the hospital is
getting ready for a week of celebrating

KEMH’s 110th Anniversary. In the week
ending 24th July, there will be a number of
things happening including a display in AWL on
Friday 24th along with visiting dignitaries. The
Alumni will have a spot to display our history,
and also a stall.

Whilst Covid had us all staying at home a lot
more, a group got together to make a story
quilt showing the history of KEMH. This is now
on permanent display on the ground floor near
to the Ultrasound Department. It has QR codes
that you can use to tell you more about each
panel. These details can also be found on the
KEMH Hospital website — About Us — KEMH
History and Alumni.

https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/About-
us/History

FUNDRAISING

The ALUMNI will be having a stall on Friday
24t July in the main foyer of A Block.

Help with fundraising stalls is always
appreciated so if you have an hour to spare
on that day please get in touch —
kemh.alumni@outlook.com

The Cookbook and Tea Towels, as always,
are good gifts for all, as well as for anyone who
is retiring or has had some link with KEMH.
Both of these are always available on-line
through our web site -
https://www.kemhalumni.com.au/

We are also selling socks and marmalade.
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JULY SOCIAL EVENT

Thursday 16 July - Prof Kingsley Dixon - Living
in a Biodiversity Hot Spot

This will be on Thur 20" July in the Clinical
Staff Lounge at KEMH. Doors open at 6pm and
presentation starts at 6.30pm. Light
refreshments provided.

Cost $10 and all welcome.

Excerpts from the NORTH METROPOLITAN
HEALTH SERVICE Facebook page

E BIGGEST-SELLING WEEKLY MAGA
n FOR WOMEN IN THE WORLD-

SILVER JEWELLERY GIV!AWAV

Next month King Edward Memorial Hospital
will celebrate 110 years since it opened its
doors as the State’s first maternity hospital.
Multiple births have always been cause for
excitement at King Eddies and it was 99 years
ago when the first set of surviving triplets were
born at the hospital.

In 1989 the first quintuplets born through IVF in
Australia were the Pavlenkos, delivered at King
Eddies and featuring in New Idea magazine.
And just last month, the 14th set of quadruplets
to be born in WA were welcomed into the world
at King Eddies with parents Belinda and
Emmanuel welcoming one boy and three girls.

A special mention for Deborah Attard
Portughes, Chief Executive Officer at Women
and Infants Research Foundation (WIRF), who
received a Medal of the Order of Australia
(OAM) in the General Division, for service to
the community through the not-for-profit sector.

Women and Newborn Health Service
Nurse of the Year 2026

Congratulations to this year's Women and
Newborn Health Service (WNHS) Midwife of
the Year, Jenni Leverington, and Nurse of the
Year, Marina Mickelson.

We're proud to recognise these outstanding
clinicians for the care, dedication and support
they provide to patients, families and each
other every day. Their work reflects excellence
in leadership, professional practice and
innovation across midwifery and nursing.
Well done to all 2026 WNHS Midwife and
Nurse of the Year nominees and winners.


https://www.facebook.com/NorthMetropolitanHealthService/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWtQvCJqKbsy5qKfOeTmPllHGjkRfZ8QPRntWGLxA7jTosl-mehCB5OcUoUnR6nCWhyBmEkhEXsAxwdjbw4R-jAWtXRUurjxmdJwpOxf_BNyuqym7ZR_F8DuUAzXqwPqtM&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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Vale Jessie Burgess and Dixie Edinger-
Reeve

Dixie Edinger-Reeve - passed away 21 May
2026 and there will be a memorial service on
Saturday 27 June at Sorrento Surf Life Saving
Club, from 2pm. Dress code is flamboyant!
RSVP: by 22 June to 0425 750 295.

Thanks to Sue Collins for letting us know.

Jessie Burgess — Passed away 7" May 2026.

Many will remember Jessie as a tutor and her
involvement with the NICCU.



